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DPI QU ICK NOTE 6 
VOTERS MAY NOT MANDATE 
CREATI ONISM BOOKS 
Vot e rs in Iow a 
dire ct the scho o l 
a do pt c r ea t i o ni s m 
ma y 
board 
boo ks 
n o t 
to 
in 
t h e sc h oo ls, t h e Att orney 
Ge neral h a s ru le d, The 
que s ti o n arose b e f o re t h e 
Septemb e r 
e l ec ti ons. 
fil e d with 
p e r ha p s 30 
to place 
14 [ 1 9 82 ] sc h oo l 
Pet iti o ns were 
p ro po sal to 
s ch oo l bo a r ds i n 
d istricts, see kin g 
on th e ba ll ot a 
adopt a g rou p of 
cr e at i on i s m 
" s up p l a men t s r y 
schoo l l i b ra ry 
boo ks as 
t e x t b ooks f o r 
a n d teac h e r 
r esource use in e v e ry sc h o ol" 
i n th e d i s t r i c t • I ow a l aw 
( sect i on 278 .1] p ermi ts 
v o t ers to " d i rect a c h a n ge to 
textboo k s regu l a rly 
adopted ." Senato r Ted 
An derso n as k ed for an 
Attorne y Ge n era l' s o pin io n. 
0 n 
Attor n e y 
iss u ed 
wr itt en 
F l eming. 
ac t ion 
petit i o n s 
October 1 ' the 
General's o f fice 
a 17-page op in ion 
by Mer l e Wiln e 
She co n cluded t he 
soug h t in the 
i s not aut h orized 
b y sect i o n 278 .1(1] of the 
Co de . Vo t ers ma y d i rec t the 
sch o ol board to c h ange 
textboo k s, but the boa r d has 
t h e po wer to select the books 
(Sectio n 301.1 ) . The r e i s no 
pro vi s i o n in the law for 
su p pl e me n tary t e x tboo k s , s h e 
sa id. Th e l a w makes separate 
a nd d i stinc t pro v isions for 
lib rar y boo k s and ot h er 
r e s o urce ma t e ri als 
27 9. 28 a n d 292.1) 
no t g r a n t pow e r t o 
t o part ic ip ate 
( secti o n s 
an d does 
the v oters 
i n t h at 
d e c i sio n, s h e 
o pini o n tr aces 
said . Her 
t h e course o f 
t e xtboo k se l ection by Iow a 
schoo l s f r om th e 1850's , and 
note s t h a t " t h e p ow e r of t h e 
e l ec t o r s to c h oose textboo ks 
was e li minated from the 
schoo l La w s by 1 862. " 
Section 278.1 (1 ) perhaps 
rema i ns in the law thro ugh 
o v e r sight , she says. It 
d a t e s f r o m t h e t i me w h e n 
s tu dents purc h ased their own 
te x tboo k s , end school boards 
w ere forbidde n to change 
boo k s more often than once in 
f i ve years , unless so 
directed by the v oters. That 
pro v ision was 
1 970 . 
repealed in 
Turning to constitutional 
questions 
Anderson , 
that if a 
dec i de to 
r aised by Sena tor 
Ms . Fl e ming said 
school board s h ou l d 
place crea t ionist 
boo ks in the school li br a r y , 
the a ction wou l d not violate 
t he Co n st i tution , un l ess 
t h e re was also en effort to 
suppress other ideas . She 
cite d the 
dec i sion. 
Island 
Req ui ri n g 
Trees 
the use 
of creatio nist 
sc i e n ce c l asses 
bo oks 
would b e 
i n 
in 
con fl ict 
Co n s t i t u t i on , 
82-1 0-1 1 . 
w i t h 
she sa i d 
t h e 
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